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Ms. Ethsl A. OaZzerano 
Department of Political Science 
University of Missouri - Columbia 
Columbia^ Mo. 65201 

Bear Ka* Selzer&no, 

!The study you describe in ypur 7/29 appears to be worthwhile , I think overdue. 

1*11 help all 1 can but m , y own time pressures are eaomoua. I'm into too wch and it 
all msjsrs inch to me. Most of ay time in recent years has been taken up in rather 
successful freedom of Information efforts. I 1 ® deep in them now, with court deadlines 
that are Inflexible - and endless* 

I i*m reluctant to sit and talii into a cassette because this laigaU dominate too 
much and 1 might not be aware of year ovu detailed interests, clear you have made 
the ventral outline* If we are over near each other perhaps an interview would serve 
you better, Or, n&rhaps we can do this by phone, ?Jiiich you can tapa* i* 1 1~ be leaded 
with detail. 

For now a hasty response off the top of the head, after a quick reading of your 
letter and before someone is due. If there is time I'll reread and add, if not perhaps 
l^ter I can* 

** _ 

On my own work, X published all except Oswald in Sew Orleans myself. It may be 
of interest for yon to know that while Dell r© print© Vl~ turned Whitewash down three 
■ Hwia befoee I made a success of it as the first "underground" book. Then it came to me. 

The contract gave Dell first refusal on the next beak. ^ t refused Whitewash II while 
Whitewash was on its was to be Sell’s only best-selling* non-fiction work of the period. 

I had hardly printed Whitewash H when V ell begad to press me f or it. Whan the advance 
justified it ws made a deal 1 now regret. I’d be interested in any figures 2 ell may- 
give you on prints and sales. 

So you can better understand this, the first of the Whitewash series was the first 
book on the Warren ^emmiaeion. A t was completed 2/15/65. 

With the attention I was able to attract to it 1 was able tc get several large 
wholesalers to distribute it and the next two books. i’hoir crookedness varied only in 
degree. Some never paid for p at all after getting many, bo paid for the first and 
then not for later orders. >*>o I’ve stopper coaling with tnem except cn bus rare occasions 
on which they need a single book for a good customer and for Whirlwind, with which I’ve 
made an unprofitable arrangement merely not to have to taka the time to dentils the 
orders myself, fast of my present and limited sales are from consumers who write and 
independent book stores a fairly large percentage of which era regular r ~r al - customers* 

fluctuations in public interest, from my experience, relate© to other events, not 
to the crime itself. The one cause of increased interest I recall was Watergate. All the 
m-^ny ir L'esponslbie developments turned people off, Sarrisoa perhaps more than any other. 
Currently it ia the Souse Select Committee on ^assassinations, house assassins to me. X 
see in this a natural reaction, a reflection of tho good sense of the average person. I 
can recall no occasion on which assassination-related news increased interest or sales. 

The sales of my books will net be a dependable guide and does not reflect public 
interest because beginning with the last of the Whitewash series I opted other work 
over promotional efforts, which with it were limited to a Single r ai ling and what talk 
shows" I could do by phone. I seat Post Mortem to the // printer on my way to the hospital. 
Promotion of it was limited to the one nailing af ter 1 was homo, i* vs been 1 im v tea in 
what I could do since thaw and have had to eliminate any promotional activities, for 
which X have no subsidy in any eveno and no way of paying for them. 
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While .1 enjoy college appearances I am able to do nothing to attract tfaea and ray 
lecture bureau hats been ineffectual. X did not know it when X sigom with them but they 
had gathered together alt. the nuts who dominate the field and had i n competition with 
them- U do think that the irresponsible might well become part of your study. I have 
some files on them you are weSftome to examine and. use. In time they will all be trans- 
ferred to the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point , with oil of my records, i tlrLak 
that Professor David Krone, History, might be helpful to you from his own eapereicn.es in 
an essentially ultra-conservative area and with tbs professional societies . ) 

% aj,c * audluncss have ranged from smell professional grpupo to more than 2, (XX) 
srudents at the University of Minnesota (Minneapolis J who gave uo lunch to be there and 
who lingered almost to the time of my supper flight out of town. With the conspicuous 
exception of -V.dinon, tCiac., ay beat ar.d largest audiences mto not been "liberal. 1 * 

thtii after I was hospHtaliaeu in 1975 I had ao lecture bureau, 1© than most of 
ray appearances were arranged by students who v«re strangers to me. hose were the result 
oH facj-rig h esxd of talic ff Vipyg < 

A 1 believe that radio talk shows should ba an important part of your study because 
believe they are the major factor, beginning in tbs early part of 1966, in taking the 
subject out of the closet. Without them 1 would have dona nothing with ay books. In 
turn, this would have diminished ray ability to do other work because I began broke and 
had no other income or subsidy other than an occasional contribution, unsolicited. With 
a single exception they have been no re effective, in my experience, than TV. To illus- 
trate how unproductive TV can be, X had the prime spot on Good Homing America (Sing 
aseaesination) in jure 1977 . X received cot a single letter. 

Thera is another reason why I believe book sales are not an accurate guage. After 
the firs t books a large part of the bpying public came to tali a vs the books they bo ugh t 
held ail i&saffis there was to know. Also, I think that most sophisticated people were 
turned off by the nuts and self-seekers. In addition, few of the books are any good. One 
of the best had no promotion at all, Howard Hoffman's Presumed Guilty. I know that hia 
published often ignored Dtail orders. If book sal es in recent years reflect anyt hing I 
believe it is the good judgement of the buying public on this subject. 

Prom my experience neither political preconception nor ge* graphical :?a is related 
to subject interest. 

In "Do you find people explaining political events in the context of the Kennedy 
assassination?'’ I think you are quite perceptive and perhaps uaderasviiEate the significance 
of this. In essence, 1 find this to be a widespread oclief ana I agree eith it and more, 
the impact of the unsatisfactory explanation of the crime and ths fact of a "whitewash" 
and "cover-up." 

Please excuse ay typos. 1 have no more time new. Ton are on what 1 believe in an 

important project. 1*11 help to the degree I can. Good luck. 

Sincerely, 



ec J Krone 



garold Weisberg 



